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After far too long between newsletters, the
revitalized Statistical Analysis Committee
is back in print. I won’t try to make any
excuses about our tardiness. Instead, I'll
start off by bringing you up to speed on
how your current committee Co-chairs
#=ded up in this position and then move
some meatier stuff..

Committee Leadership

Heading into the 1996 SABR National
Convention, the Statistical Analysis
Committee Co-Chairs both informed
SARBR brass that they would be unable to
continue in their leadership roles. Before
and during the Convention, a number of
Committee members expressed some

degree of interest in assuming the position
of Chair. I think it’s no accident that, at
their concluding business meeting in
Kansas City, the SABR Board of Directors
selected the two applicants who regularly
attend national conventions -- Clem Comly
and myself -- as the new Co-Chairs of the
Committee.

Although our appointment may not have
been a surprise, from SABR’s standpoint it
surely is a coincidence that Clem and I are
both lifelong Phillies fans. As you can see
from the addresses shown in the box at the
bottomn of the page, Clem still lives in the
Delaware Valley while I've mioved into.
Red Sox territory. For my first foray into
Fenway Park immediately before the
Convention, I'll observe the incongruous
sight of my favorites visiting the Bosox.

Clem and I would be happy to hear from -
any of you regarding Committee matters.
My preferred mode of communications is
e-mail, though of course you can also use
snail-mail or voice. To the best of my
knowledge, Clem has somehow avoided
obtaining an e-mail address so far, so
you’ll have to use those archaic m=dia to
get in touch with him.

This issue of BTN is being distributed
based on a hodgepodge of mailing lists and
other sources. Prior Co-chair Dave Raglin
sent me a list that is, by his reckoning,
about two years old. From John Zajc at the
SABR office in Cleveland, I received a list
of all SABR members who’d checked off
“0S" (statistical analysis) when joining or

| paying their dues. For a fleeting moment, I

actually entertained fantasies of printing,
collating, addressing, stamping, and
mailing newsletters to over 1800 members.
Once it dawned on me how monumental a
task that would have been, I fell back to
Plan B -- adding to Dave’s old list the
namtes of a number of SABRites who I'm
sure will be pleased to find themselves

here on the committee mailing list.

After my struggle to ascertain who we are,
I’d like to get a better handle on Statistical
Analysis Committee membership. Thus, I
ask for feedback of some sort from every
recipient who wishes to remain on the

" committee. If you want to stay on the

committee {and its mailing list), please let
me or Clem know. In addition, if you
know a SABR member who would like to
join our merry little band, by all means tell
us that as well!

At the moment, [ can’t guarantee that By
the Numbers will appear in your mailbox
on a fixed scheditle. In large measure, how
often commuttee news and views are
disseminated to the membership depends

| on you, the membership. 1can’t distribute
- information that I don’t know about, so the

newsletter won'’t contain much of anything
unless and until you send along materials
for potential inclusion. Right now, there is
very little backiog ... I was thrilled to find a
manuscript in my mail just as this issue
went to press, but aside from that all I have
is some very sketchy material, my own
work (which desperately needs to be
reanalyzed before it sees the light of day),
and the research paper you’ll see later in
this 1ssue of BTN.

Notes, Near and Far

With the explosion of information
availability on the Internet, many of you are
probably far more attuned than [ am to
what’s going on here, there, and
everywhere, Even so, this newsletter could
serve to facilitate the exchange of research
ideas, questions about previous inquiries
on subjects you find interesting, data
sources you’ve uncovered, information you
wish to share with this audience, and so
forth.






